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Back in 2008 Sheffield City Council asked Chilypep and Sheffield Futures to
look into what provision there was for young people to get involved and have
a say in the decisions that affect them. We asked young people for their
views and presented these to decision makers and other organisations across
the city. One question we were keen to ask was ‘what can we do to get
young people more involved?’

One issue came up every time and that was that too many people see young
people in a negative light and it was noted that there was an unfair portrayal
of young people in the media.

Therefore a group of young people decided to come together and challenge
this view. Coming from Action for Stannington, NSPCC and CAST they
helped design a bus poster to challenge the negative stereotypes and sent us
out in search of positive news stories.

These stories were not hard to find, all over the city young people are getting
involved in great projects, helping their community and making a difference to
where they live. Read on to find out what good things have been happening
where you are...
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Roundabout

Roundabout have been working with young
homeless people in Sheffield since 1977 to sup-
port and empower them to recognise, develop
and take advantage of the choices open to them.
There are 15 bedspaces in its hostel open 24
hours a day where staff offer one to one support,
training and activities to help residents gain confi-
dence and key skills.

Kieron (19) had only been in the hostel two weeks
when we met him and has already noticed his
confidence increase, with an interest in health
and nutrition he has been helping other residents
plan out their meals and assists leading the budg-
eting sessions. Other residents have recently
wrote a successful bid to build a bike shelter and
recycle old bikes so residents can ride across the
city cheaply and have met Clir Paul Scriven,
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. Abrams,
Both Kieron and Natalie source: Fran

(18) have come to the
hostel to make a positive
step towards finding a
home and employment
yet both at times have experienced discrimina-
tion from people treating them negatively or
crossing the street as they approach. Natalie
commented “we’re just walking down and it’s hor-
rible...people keep going on about us showing
respect, but they don’t know how to show it
themselves.” For more information visit
www.roundabouthomeless.org

Observer, March 2008



Seven Hills School is a school in Sheffield where
students with physical, complex and multiple learn-
ing difficulties attend, working within a culture where
they are challenged to achieve their potential in a
climate of support and encouragement.

Students in the post-16 unit work with younger chil-
dren in their school, people in the community and
have competitive involvement in sport locally and
nationally. Marcus (16) is a fully trained ‘Reading
Mentor’ helping younger children at the school learn
to read, as well as representing other young people
who use non-verbal communication on the school
council.

Furthering the young people’s involvement within
their community, Tom (18) wrote a successful bid for
£1,220 to help develop the garden area of their
school. The young people are planning to buy
benches and plant the area to make it a nicer area
for everyone to enjoy. One of the young people at
the school (Kyle, 16) even has an award in their
honour that is given to members of the public. The
‘Kyle Barton Triumph Over Adversity Award’ is given
out annually to anyone who overcomes any kind of
adversity and achieves something special.

The young people have much sporting involvement
too. Tash (17) is the 2006 Boccia knockout cham-
pion (a game similar to bowls), as well as being a
gold medal winner for the Slalom and Bean Bag
events at Disability Sport England (Yorkshire) Ath-
letics Championships. Alex, as well as being a com-
petitive swimmer for the Sheffield Otters and basket-
ball player for the Sheffield Hatters, has achieved a
lifesaving award and coaches basketball and cricket
to children and young people at after school clubs
across Sheffield. On top of this, Alex along with his
classmates Jake and Brett has worked towards and
achieved Duke of Edinburgh Silver Award by help-
ing young people in schools with profound multiple
learning difficulties for thirty hours.

As a collective group of young people, other
achievements of the students at Seven Hills post-16
unit include fundraising for breast cancer awareness
by holding coffee mornings, making and selling
Christmas crackers to raise money for a residential
home for the elderly, and then continuing to work
with them to find out about developments within the
community since they were young people them-
selves, performing a pantomime earlier this year as
part of ‘Stepping Stones’ and carrying out weekly
work experience with Mencap.

What else ir going on?

Chilypep

Children & Young People Empowerment Project
Remington Youth & Community Centre

200 Remington Road

Parson Cross

Sheffield

S5 9AG

UK Youth Parliament—Good Behind the Hood
campaign. www.ukyouthparliament.org.uk

British Youth Council and online young people’s
charity Youth Net—Respect? campaign.
www.byc.org.uk

Children & Young People Now—Positive Images
Awards.

This work has been carried out by the Children and Young People’s Empowerment Project in partnership with Sheffield
Futures and has been commissioned by Sheffield City Council on behalf of the Sheffield 0-19+ Partnership.
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